52O           FEDERALISM  IN  CENTRAL  AND  EASTERN  EUROPE
As, under various possible circumstances, similar Utopias may again become fashionable, it is worth while investigating the logical processes from which the suggestions of international federalism start.
Their essential feature, and, as I think, their essential mistake from the theoretical point of view, is an attempt to extend generalisations from historical experiences into fields fundamentally different from those where the experiences were made.    We have discussed, in Chapter XIX, the application of federation as a constitutional technique for furthering the cohabitation of various parts of a nation living under different social conditions and cherishing different conceptions of social progress.    In the last chapter, we have discussed the consequences of the complication of such social divergences by their combination with national divisions.    On both these basic assumptions we have found certain limits to the degree of diversity compatible with federal union ; but a certain degree of diversity was permissible.    It was based upon the assumption that the federating units must have some features and interests in common as opposed to other parts of the world, and that they must allow a certain degree of diversity in order to preserve certain similar features, based upon a common historic past.    It is simply impossible to imagine various nations federating for joint defence against, or for granting each other economic preference over, no other nation.    If a federation is intended not merely to improve the chances of survival and prosperity of its members in competition with other parts of the world,  but to form the future organisation of international society, it loses all that might otherwise make for its internal coherence.    World-wide federation is simply identical with a world-wide military and economic unit, and such assumptions do not become less Utopian by being wrapped in American constitutional terminology.
The advocate of" Federal Union " will answer that he is not at all concerned with the internal life of the eventual world-wide federation, but aims at finding a practical way to its realisation by creating a " nucleus of future world-government ".1 But how can this " nucleus "/established under the constitutional forms of federalism, become world-wide ? It is an indisputable fact that federation presupposes a certain degree of consent as regards the essential features of the social order. On the other hand, it is equally indisputable that no wprld-wide agreement as regards
i Streit, op, eft., pp. 125 ff.